Firewise Living in Ogden

With the increasing threat of wildfires to life and property and the continual spread of the population to
wildland urban interface areas throughout the state, there is a strain on the local and state resources to
suppress wildland fires. The suppression efforts in the wildland urban interface are complicated by the
need for the simultaneous suppression of both structural fire and wildfire. Fire Departments are actively
involved in fire prevention efforts with communities but are not solely responsible. It is important for
the homeowner to recognize and understand that they are living in a fire prone environment.

Homeowners have a responsibility to prepare for a wildfire before it occurs in order to minimize and/or
prevent losses when a fire occurs. Creating defensible space — an area of at least 30 feet surrounding the
home and outbuildings — serves as a safety zone around the structures. Within this area, the vegetation
should be controlled and the area free of dead debris, leaves, and flammable vegetation in order to
prevent a wildfire from traveling from the forest to the structure. Maintaining a green space landscaped
with fire resistant vegetation improves the safety zone. The roof, exterior, and attachments to the
structures (decks, porches or fences) should all be constructed with fire-resistant materials.
Homeowners should also plan for and maintain the access routes to the home for emergency vehicles.
In addition, each household should prepare a disaster plan. The wildland urban interface poses a
tremendous challenge for the structural and wildland fire communities to work with and educate
homeowners, homeowner associations, and community planners.
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Firewise Living “Top Ten” List:

1.

Address — Make sure your address is clearly visible from the road, in both directions of travel,
even at night. Use at least 4-inch tall reflective numerals.

Yard — Maintain a green, mowed lawn at least 30 feet wide around all sides of your home.

Maintenance — Keep your roof, gutters, and yard free of dead leaves, twigs, and other
flammable debris.

Access — Clear the vegetation from around your driveway to a width of at least 12 feet and a
height of 14 feet, to allow emergency vehicles to reach your home.

Decks— Remove leaves, lumber, and other flammable debris from under and around decks. For
low decks, enclose underneath the deck with lattice, backed by wire screen.

Landscaping — Use Firewise plants and mulches in your landscape, and avoid using evergreens
and ornamental grasses within 30 feet of the home. Place landscape plants far enough apart
that fire cannot spread from one to another.

Foundation — Clear flammable material away from the house. Keep all plants landscape plants a
minimum distance of 4 feet from the house. Do not plant evergreen shrubs or ornamental
grasses against the house.

Outbuildings — Include all outbuildings and fences in your Firewise improvements.

House — When the time comes to replace the siding or roof of the house, choose fire-resistant
building materials such as masonry, aluminum siding, fiber cement board, and asphalt shingles.

10. Firewood — Move your firewood pile at least 30 feet from any buildings





