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Candle safety
through the winter
During winter months
more candle fires start in the
home than any other time of
the year. Between 1993-1997
candles caused an annual
average of 8,690 home fires,
104 deaths, 948 injuries and
$126 million in property
damage. Practice these tips for
safe candle use:
• Keep candles away from all
home decors.
• Place candles where they can not
get bumped or brushed against.
• Use candle holders that are sturdy,
won’t tip over, are made from
material that won’t burn, and are
large enough to collect any
dripping wax.
• Light candles carefully; keep wicks
trimmed to one-quarter inch.
• Extinguish candles carefully.
• Candles should be extinguished and
discarded when they burn down to
within two inches of their holder or
any decorative material.
• Do not leave young children
unattended in a room with a candle.
• Never use a candle where medical
oxygen is being used.
• Don’t place candles in windows.
• Avoid using candles for emergency
lighting.
• Don’t carry lit candles.
• Don’t use candles for light
when adding kerosene or
any fuel to a heater or
lantern.
• Extinguish all candles
when you leave the
home or go to sleep.
Source: National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA)

Global Fat Bike Summit, Jan. 24 – 25
Fat bike enthusiasts,
local bike shops and
manufacturers,
national
land managers, the general
public, and the media will all
be there…will you? It’s the
third annual Global Fat Bike
Summit, Jan, 24 and 25 and
it will be much more than a
bike race.
Seminars on Friday at the Summit hotel hosted by Quality Bicycle Products will provide
education focusing on the uniquely low environmental impact of fat bikes and the potential
revenue generated by allowing fat bikes access to public lands.
On Saturday, join the fun at Mt. Ogden Golf Course from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. where The
GOAL Foundation and Ogden City will host a high-energy festival and expo featuring clinics
and ride demos to help the cycling industry as well as the general public learn more about fat
bikes. Enjoy free activities in the snow zone including sledding, kid’s crafts, family sled pulls,
and bucket ball along with hot cocoa and bike demos. Be sure to cheer on, or heckle, your
favorite riders during the races as riders make four passes through the expo and festival area.
Admission to expo and festival is free; registration required for races. Get more info at
www.fatbikesummit.com.

Ordinance of the month: snow removal
With each snow storm that blows into our city comes the need for snow removal. Please
follow these common snow removal practices to help keep all of us a little safer this winter.
Do not blow or shovel snow onto streets. It can freeze and cause accidents making a bad situation
worse – and it is against the law Ordinance 7-2-8A. Be sure your snow blower spout is aimed
to blow snow back onto your property instead of out into the street. We understand that the
snowplows push snow from the road into driveways. We are sorry for the inconvenience, but it
cannot be helped.
Move vehicles off of the street during snowstorms – Ordinance 10-5-21A. If a vehicle is left on the
street, snowplows cannot clear the street properly. Keeping your vehicle off the street also helps
eliminate accidental damage from other cars that may lose control on slick roads.
Keep a safe distance between your car and the snowplow. Snowplows can slide on ice and snow too; it
is smart to keep a safe distance between them and your vehicle. Snowplow drivers are concerned
with your safety, and they follow many procedures to keep you, and them, safe.
Clear the snow around fire hydrants – International Fire Code Section 508.5.5. Be aware of the
fire hydrant in front of your home and be sure to clear the snow around it so it is accessible to
the fire department at all times. If you are unable to get the hydrant cleared, you may request
assistance at 801-629-8074.
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Volunteers needed to help shovel snow

Free tax help

The abundant snowfall we receive in this region is a great
blessing that supplies our watershed throughout the entire year.
But unfortunately, there are many elderly and special needs
citizens in Ogden who are struggling to remove the snow from
their property this year.
If you have a shovel and just a bit of time, we are asking
for your help. Look around your neighborhood and offer to
help those who have not been able to clear their sidewalks and
driveways. If your neighborhood is tidy and cleared, please call 801-629-8214 and we will connect
you with someone who needs assistance. Thank you.

Keep your money—you’ve
earned it! Have
your taxes done
for free and then
use your refund
to invest in your
family’s future. If your household
income is below $52,000, you may
qualify for an Earned Income Tax
Credit of up to $5,800—even if you
don’t owe any taxes! And, you may
qualify to have your taxes prepared
and filed for FREE by IRS certified
volunteers.
Check availability in Weber
County by dialing 211 or visiting
www.utahtaxhelp.org.

Ogden City’s emergency responders say
personal preparedness is key in an emergency

One important aspect of emergency management is your own
personal preparedness. Over the course of 2014 we intend to
publish tips and information to help you and your household get
personally prepared for an emergency.
There are many definitions of a disaster that pertain to natural
disasters and the definitions are often related to number of
fatalities or monetary damages, but we would like to suggest that
a disaster is any non-routine event that exceeds your ability to cope using only your own resources.
Living along the Wasatch Front, we all consider the disaster to be that inevitable pending
earthquake. However, a disaster might be something as simple as loss of income, a debilitating
injury or illness, or anything that disrupts your normal functioning. Preparing for these seemingly
small disasters will help prepare us for the large natural disasters. Take a moment each month to
read these tips and put them into practice within your own home. By the end of 2014, you will be
more confident in your own ability to get through a disaster.
For January we are concentrating on coping with disaster and winter storms. Living in Utah,
we are used to erratic weather, yet each year it seems we are vulnerable to the extreme conditions
caused by winter storms. Heavy snow can paralyze our city by stranding motorists, stopping the
transport of supplies, disrupting emergency services, and even closing schools and City offices.
Can you survive if you couldn’t get to the store for a couple of days? Wind and heavy snow
can cause buildings to collapse and knock down trees and utility lines. The resulting danger of
prolonged utility outages can become critical during cold temperatures, especially to the elderly
and the very young. Make sure you know where to find your flashlight in the dark and have extra
blankets on hand. If you have any electrically-dependent life sustaining equipment such as oxygen
concentrators make sure you have a plan to provide these functions without power. Only travel
when necessary, keep your gas tank full or at least above half, and ensure you have a car survival
kit that includes food, water, blankets, and a cell phone charger.
Watch for more information next month from Ogden City’s Emergency Response Team. And
remember: Be informed. Make a plan. Get a kit. Get involved.

Let’s be social
Get regular updates on projects,
crime reports, city events, and
more by liking and following
OgdenCityUtah through Facebook
and Twitter.
You can also receive our
messages as a text on your mobile
device by following these simple
steps from Twitter:
1. Open a blank text message in
your mobile device. Enter 40404
in the phone number area.
2. In the message area type this:
Follow @OgdenCityUtah
3. Send the text.

Citizen Corps: winter storm safety

Winter storms in Utah can range from light snow flurries to a raging blizzard and extreme
cold. Regardless of its severity, Ogden’s Citizen Corps encourages you to be prepared and safe
during winter storms.
• Have at least a three-day supply of water (one gallon per
person per day) and non-perishable food that you will eat
• Use a flashlight for light, never candles, because of the fire
danger candles pose
• Keep a battery-powered AM/FM radio handy with batteries
• Keep vehicle fuel tank above half-full

• If using a generator, always run it outside and away from any
windows or doors
• Have a well-stocked first aid kit with a seven-day supply of
medications and essential medical items
• Keep on hand any essential supplies for babies, elderly, and
pets in your household

For help with neighborhood safety, your family’s disaster plan, other
emergency preparedness information, training, or to volunteer with Ogden’s
Citizen Corps, call 801-629-8948 or email citizencorps@ogdencity.com.
Useful Ogden City Contacts
• 801-629-8000 Ogden City Corp main line
• 801-629-8159 City Council agenda 		

• 801-629-8961 Code Enforcement		
• 801-629-8752 Graffiti Task Force		

• 801-395-8221 Non-Emergency Police & Fire		
• 801-629-8244 Animal Services			

Home improvement loans
Low interest loans available for
qualifying exterior improvements
and some interior updates to your
home.
The Home Exterior Loan Program
or “HELP” is open to all citizens
city-wide on approved credit and is
not income restricted or reserved
for select neighborhoods.
See if your home improvement
project qualifies. Visit Ogden City’s
Community Development team at
2549 Washington Blvd, Suite 120
or call 801-629-8940.
Emergency home repair
Financial assistance available
for low income, owner-occupied
households in need of emergency
home repair. Call 801-629-8903.
Own in Ogden down payment
assistance: 801-629-8940
Home Sweet Ogden
homes for sale at
ogdencityhomes.com or 801-629-8940

• 801-629-8253 City Recreation
• 801-629-8701 Accessibility

